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use of the same phrase, " I can get on, but if they won't let me
get on, I must get out." He had inherited a thoroughly dis-
heartened and defeated Corps, but he had greatly raised its morale
and even after the xoth Division was taken from him for Salonika
he still declared that he could " get on " without reinforcements.
He was never allowed to try, and his Corps had never fought
under his command. It was not surprising that he was in
favour of " getting out/' on the information given to him by
General Monro.

I think everyone at Imbros was cheered by the thought that
there might be a way out of their difficulties, for, as Brigadier-
General Aspinall (then Chief Staff Officer to General Birdwood)
remarked, the recent gale had shown how great a risk would
be run in the final stage of withdrawal, and it was beginning
to appear that a decision to evacuate would be an even greater
gamble than a decision to stay.

Meanwhile the Cabinet or the Council of War was apparently
unable to come to a decision, and we were in great hopes that
Admiral Wemyss* telegrams were the cause of this delay.   We
know now that this was not the case.    The Government at
this moment had practically decided to withdraw from Salonika.
Lord Curson had written a very strong memorandum against
the evacuation of GallipoH.    Colonel Hankey had submitted
an appreciation to the Prime Minister, in which he pointed out
that the evacuation of the Peninsula would enable Germany to
obtain her ambition of increasing our difficulties in the East,
without any effort at all on her part. . . .   Lord Kitchener
was already asking for 14 divisions to protect Egypt, . . .
There was even a fear that Russia might sign a separate peace.
He urged that the arguments in favour of holding on to Gallipoli
were overwhelming, provided that it could be done. " It so happens,"
his paper concluded, " that good divisions are about to be set
free from Salonika, and the main plea of this paper is that the
question may be considered from the point of view of their
-possible use to save the position on the Gallipoli Peninsula,
and if possible to take the offensive. . . . "

The opponents  of evacuation then gained  ground.   The
official history states :

"Wemyss' request to be allowed to force the Straits